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NEWSLETTER 

   “Give thanks to the L , for He 
is good, for His steadfast love en-
dures forever.” - Psalm 136:1 

   God does much to provide for us 
every day. As Martin Luther says in 
his explanation to the first article, 
God “richly and daily provides me 
with all that I need to support this 
body and life.” We should never 
take for granted the many things 
God does for us every day that we 
are living in this world. 

The greatest event in the history 
of the world took place long before 
anyone in our congregation was  
ever born. Yet it took place for our 
benefit.  It was the redemption of 
the whole world. As John 3:16 so 
eloquently says “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His one  
and only Son, that whoever believes 
in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life”. That love and that  
sacrifice which He gave for us is 
priceless. 

God was not obligated to  
provide a way of salvation for  
humankind. No one forced Him to 
send His Son into the world. But  
He did because He loved us. From 
the beginning of the world, He  
knew that on the fourth Wednesday 
of every November we would  
meet here at St. John’s to have a 
Thanksgiving Eve Divine Service. 
He also knew that unless He sent a 
Savior into the world we would be 
doomed to eternal condemnation. 
The Holy Scriptures tell us He had 
compassion for us before we were 
even born.  In His amazing grace, at 
just the right time, He sent a Savior 
for us. We remember how a few 
shepherds were the first to receive 
the Gospel, when an angel appeared 
to them and said, “Fear not, for  
behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy...” 

God’s plan did not end with the 
death of His Son Jesus Christ on the 

cross. Three days later we remember 
what happened when the two Marys 
went to the tomb with ointments and 
spices for the body. On their way to 
the tomb, their major worry was, 
“Who is going to roll away the 
stone?” However, they soon realized 
that their worries were unfounded, 
just as so many of our worries are 
unfounded today, because Christ 
had risen. 

It had been 33 years since the 
angels gave that first message to the 
shepherds in the field. Redemption 
was now no longer only a plan 
in the mind of God. It was an  
accomplished historical fact.  
Redemption had now been won for 
all humankind, so that everyone 
could be free from the power of sin, 
Satan, and the fear of death. This 
freedom which our gracious God 
gained for us through the redeeming 
work of His Holy Son was achieved 
for all of us long before we were 
ever born. 

However, God did not stop  
doing things for us after our  
redemption was accomplished.  
He set about preserving the Holy 
Scriptures. God has preserved His 
Holy Word through every natural 
and unnatural catastrophe you can 
think of. God has seen to it that  
the Bible has survived through 
earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, 
fires, floods, and volcanoes for one 
reason. He wants us to read this 
message because He loves you and 
me with an everlasting love. See  
all that He has done for us before  
we were even born! He provided 
redemption for us and preserved  
the Bible through hundreds of years 
so that we might know of that  
redemption. 

Many of us appreciate what God 
does for us every day of our lives, 
because He has richly supplied us 
with many temporal blessings; food, 

drink, house, clothing, money,  
government, good weather, peace, 
health, friends, and family. 

It is certainly good and right that 
we remember that all of these are 
gifts from God’s gracious hand, and 
it is good to thank Him for them. 
Yet we must never let these earthly 
blessings, however great they may 
be, to take precedence over the  
spiritual blessings which God has 
given us through Jesus Christ.  
Because it is only through Jesus 
Christ that we receive eternal life. 
And there can be no greater gift than 
eternity in heaven. 

That is why during this time  
of National Thanksgiving, it is  
important that we not only  
remember our blessings, but that  
we also keep them in the proper  
perspective by putting Christ first. 
Because Christ is the One Who has 
won our salvation for us even before 
we came into this world. And Christ 
is the One Who has heaven waiting 
for us when we leave this world. 

A Thankful Servant of the Lord, 
Pastor Riley 

 On  Wednesday,  
November 27,  
we will observe  
Thanksgiving with  
Holy Communion  
worship beginning at 7:00 p.m.  
Join us and give thanks to God 
for His many blessings to all of 
us, to our church and to our  
nation. 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS or 
PHONE NUMBER:   
     If you have moved or will be 
moving or have changed your phone 
number, please notify the church by 
calling 568-1417, emailing the 
church info@stjohnswestfield.org or 
send a letter so our records can be 
updated.  The United States Post 
Office charges us for each piece of 
mail returned due the change.   

“Give Thanks To The Lord”  



“God is the source of all our 
wealth” Deuteronomy 8:18 
     As was reported during our  
October 20th congregational  
meeting, we recently received a 
very generous gift from the estate 
of Bill Caba. We all know that the 
Bible directs us in several places  
to “tithe”- that is give 1/10th to 
God. During the congregational 
meeting, it was voted to tithe a 
portion of this generous gift.  
     Please prayerfully consider  
how we should direct this tithe. 
There are many and various  
RSOs (Recognized Service  
Organizations) in the LCMS. Our 
seminaries, Lutherans for Life,  
and Orphan Grain Train are only a 
few.  We will be holding a special 
meeting to decide how to distribute 
this tithe. Time and date are  
forthcoming. (probably a Saturday 
morning for an hour or so).  

ADVENT by  
CANDLELIGHT 

December 1st at 5:00 p.m. 
 “O Come, O Come, Emmanual” 

    In the secular world today,  
Advent is largely an unknown  
season. The entire month of  
December is all about Christmas. 
Shopping, decorating, baking, 
cleaning, Christmas music on the 
radio—all of these send the same 
message. Christmas is coming! 
    Even in the church, where  
we dedicate four Sundays and  
additional midweek services to the 
season of Advent, it is easy to look 
past Advent and focus primarily 
on Christmas. We discuss our 
Christmas plans with our friends 
and neighbors. But with the  
possible exception of mentioning 
Advent by Candlelight, how many 
of us talk about Advent with those 
around us? 
    The program emphasizes the 
importance of the Advent season. 
The framework is medieval chants 
called the “O Antiphons.” An  
antiphon is a selection of Scripture 
and prayer chanted responsively by 
the minister and the congregation.  
 

VESPERS CONCERT THE 
FEAST OF ALL SAINT’S  

PRESENTED BY  
THE ‘SOLI DEO GLORIA’ 

CONCERT SERIES  
SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 3rd  

 3:00 p.m. 
      On Sunday, November 3rd at 
3:00 p.m, the saints of St. John's 
will gather to celebrate 
Hallowmas, the Feast of All 
Saints, with a Vespers Concert 
held in the Lutheran tradition 
of the acclaimed composer Johann 
Sebastian Bach. From the book of 
Revelation, we will hear of the 
great multitude from every nation, 
tribe, peoples and languages, who 
stand before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 
with palm branches in their hands, 
crying out with loud voices saying, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who 
sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!”  
      The 'Soli Deo Gloria'  
Concert Series choir, the Kantorei, 
will present selections by Giovanni 
Pierluigi da Palestrina, Hans Leo 
Hassler and Johann Michael Bach. 
In the choral selection, "Exsultate 
Deo" by Palestrina, he depicts the 
words of the psalmist in Psalm 81 
encouraging all to sing joyfully to 
God our strength; sing loud unto 
the God of Jacob! Hassler's  
Cantate Domino," portrays how  
he encourages us Christians to  
proclaim the glory of the Lord to 
all nations and His mighty acts to 
all peoples. Finally, in the choral 
selection "Ich weiß, daß mein 
Erlöser lebt," we hear Bach put  
the words from the book of Job 
into music: "For I know that my 
Redeemer lives, and in my flesh 
shall I see God." The Vespers will 
also feature the historic chorales of 
Hallowmas from the time of Bach 
for all to sing accompanied by St. 
John's Austin pipe organ.  
     After the Vespers celebration, 
all are invited downstairs to the 
church fellowship hall to partake 
in a festive reception. Please share 
with others and be sure to bring a 
friend.  

     Thank you to  
anyone who helped in 
anyway with our fifth 
October Fall Feast 
which was a huge success.  The 
wonderful night  was filled with 
great food and fellowship.  Special 
thanks to our chef, Mark Baldyga. 
   Anyone with donations for 
Stockings for Soldiers are asked  
to please bring them to the church 
by November 10.  Also if you have 
a donation to go to the Wreaths 
Across America, please place an 
envelop marked wreaths in the  
offering plate.  
    Please let Linda Slozak know  
if anyone will be going to First  
Lutheran Church’s children’s  
musical presentation on November 
16.  A pot luck dinner will be 
served. 
    The WINGS will be meeting   
on November 23 at 12:00 p.m.  
After a short business meeting 
which will include finalizing the 
Advent Candlelight Dinner plans, 
we will be making Chrismons 
which will go with the donation of 
a Christmas Tree to the Westfield 
Gardens Nursing Home.  If you  
are unable to attend the meeting 
but would like to help in any of the 
activities listed, please contact  
Linda Slozak.  

    
 
 

     If you are a Thrivent member, 
and you have not taken advantage 
of applying for an action team 
grant, you still have time to submit 
before the end of the year.  You 
can submit an application for  
various projects for the church or 
the community to receive a $250 
card to buy materials for that  
project. Each Thrivent member is 
eligible for two teams a year,  
total of $500 per year. There is  
potentially a lot of projects that 
could be funded by Action Team 
money. If you are looking for 
some suggestions on how you 
could help St. John’s or have any 
questions, please see Jane McClure 
for more information. 
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                       THANK YOU! 
              Pastor, Vicki, and Shannon  
              Riley wish to thank the                 
              members of St. John’s for 
the beautiful cake and generous  
gift card to The Munich House  
Restaurant presented to us on  
Pastor Appreciation Sunday,  
October 13. We were thrilled to  
receive these items conveying your 
love and support for us. We enjoy 
living in Westfield and serving at 
St. John’s. It is an honor and  
privilege to be your pastor.  
   
The following have 
signed up for flowers  
for  the months of  
November & December:   

November 3– Fisher (2) 
November 10 - Riley (1) 
November 17 - Sienkiewicz (1) 
November 24 -  Ferst (1)   
December 1 - Sienkiewicz (1)  
December 8 -  Riley (1) 
December 15 - Ferst (1) 
December 22– Riley (1) 
December 29 - Sienkiewicz (1) 

If you would like to sign up in the 
2019 FLOWER BOOK located on 
the round table in the church foyer 
or contact Jane McClure.  The cost 
per bouquet is $21.00.  Please make 
checks payable to St. John’s Flower 
Fund. 

 
END of the CHURCH YEAR 

VESPERS &  POTLUCK 
October 24 at  3:00 p.m. 

 
Featuring A Combined LCMS 
Choir 
    Join your brothers and sisters in 
the surrounding LCMS churches  
to celebrate the End of the Church 
Year.  St. John's will be hosting  
a Vespers service in the Lutheran 
tradition. The music for the Vespers 
will be led by a combined choir 
with members from the local 
LCMS churches.  Following the 
Vespers, service be sure to bring 
your favorite dish to share for a  
potluck in the fellowship hall! 
 
 

 
 
    Did you know that each Sunday 
morning before our Worship  
service, there are about 1,000  
people who listen to our service 
from the prior week?  When we sit 
in the pews we can look around  
and see familiar folks on a Sunday. 
What we don’t see is the people 
who “hear the Word” via radio or 
the internet.  So, the next time 
you’re attending Worship look 
around and imagine all the people 
we reach who might not be sitting 
in our sanctuary.   
    Each Sunday afternoon parts of 
that morning’s Worship service are 
shared with a local radio station and 
uploaded to our website. If you 
missed church due to illness or  
another commitment you can still 
enjoy the service. Just log onto 
http://stjohnswestfield.org; links  
to the broadcasts and the weekly 
bulletins are on the main page. 
    Broadcasts can be heard each 
Sunday at 7:30 a.m. on WHYN 
(560 AM). The cost for the program 
is now $125 per week. If you are 
interested in sponsoring a broadcast 
(or a part of a broadcast) in memory 
of or in honor of anyone please call 
the church or sign up on the sheet 
outside the office door. Donations 
of any amount are welcome. Addi-
tionally, we have posted previous 
weeks’ broadcasts on our website 
along with the associated bulletin.  
If anyone would like a CD copy of 
any radio broadcast, please contact 
Bill Schneeloch 860-604-5264 or e-
mail at radio@ stjohnswestfield.org 
with any questions. 

Thanks to all who support 
this ministry ! 

 
STOCKINGS for SOLDIERS 
     Please bring any 
items you  have  
purchased to donate for 
this WINGS project by 
Sunday, November 
10th.  These items are 
being brought to Westover for the 
USO to fill the stockings. 

Orphan Grain Train 
New England Branch 

     Our next quarterly meeting is 
right here at St John’s Saturday, 
November 9 at 10 a.m. All are  
welcome to attend.  This is a  
typical business meeting and  
should last about an hour or  
thereabouts. During the November 
meeting we hold elections for 
Branch officer positions. Branch 
officers are: Branch Manager,  
Assistant Branch Manager,  
Treasurer, Branch Secretary.  
During this November meeting, we 
will be electing: Assistant Branch 
Manager and Branch Treasurer.  
Also, due to our former branch  
secretary stepping down, we will  
be electing a branch secretary as 
well. If you think that any of these 
positions might be something that 
you could help out with please let 
Bill Schneeloch know. The position 
of secretary is something that we 
are in special need of. It doesn’t 
take much time other than attending 
quarterly meetings, recording 
minutes, and distributing via email.  
     Your financial support is always 
needed and appreciated. Checks 
should be made payable to: 
Orphan Grain Train, New England 
Branch. And can be mailed to OGT
-NE  c/o LCMS-NED, 400 Wilbra-
ham Road, Springfield, MA 01109 
   Please keep OGT in your prayers.  
  
Now that the cold 
weather is here and 
the leaves are falling, 
our thoughts are  
turning to winter. 
Please use the Improvement Fund 
envelope found in your offering 
envelope box for your donations to 
go towards the church utilities. Any 
amount that you can give will be 
most gratefully appreciated. 
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We Have a Need to Give 
   In our human nature, we are  
selfish and greedy people.   
Because of our self-interests,  
we are inclined to take care of  
ourselves first and others second.  
Giving is not a natural inclination.  
If we rely on our own strength to 
give, we are likely to hoard what 
we have.  Our heavenly Father 
knows that our giving helps us 
break the grip money may have 
over us.  When we give our first 
and best to the Lord, we show  
that our faith and trust are in  
Him, rather than in our money and 
possessions.  Jesus said, “For 
where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). 
   God wants us; He wants the  
givers, not just the gifts from the 
givers.  He doesn’t need our gifts,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

but we have a need to give.  When 
Jesus asked the rich young man  
in Mark chapter 10 to give all that 
he had to the poor, he went away 
sad because he was unable to give 
up his possessions.  The rich 
young man didn’t possess his  
possessions; they possessed him.  
On the other hand, when the heart 
of Zacchaeus, who was a chief  
tax collector, was changed, 
he willingly gave half of his  
possessions to the poor.  This 
transformation in Zacchaeus was 
remarkable because, before his  
encounter with Jesus, his money 
had been his life, but, having  
experienced Jesus’ love for him, 
his gratitude to Jesus changed his 
perspective on both money and 
possessions.  His giving revealed a 
new heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     We are enabled to give because 
of Who God is and what He has 
done for us.  “For God so loved  
the world, that He gave His only 
Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal 
life” (John 3:16).  We can love 
“because He first loved us” (1 John 
4:19).  As recipients of God’s 
grace and love, we are empowered 
to share God’s gifts with Him and 
others.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


